4th Battalion, 3D Infantry (Jungle Warriors):  Reactivation
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Reactivation Day:
On 18 December 2008, the 4th Battalion, 3d U.S. Infantry Regiment, the Jungle Warriors, was reactivated at Ft Meyer, VA. 37 years after it’s inactivation in 1971.  The original 4th Battalion was activated on 1 July 1966 in Hawaii as part of the 11th Infantry Brigade and deployed to Vietnam in 1967.  For the next 4 years, the 4th Battalion fought in eleven designated campaigns. It was relieved of assignment and inactivated at Fort Lewis, Washington, on 30 November 1971.

The 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry has a lineage dating from June 3, 1784. The Unit fought in conflicts ranging from the War of 1812 to the jungles of Vietnam. It was a key unit of the U.S. Army’s only named Division, the Americal (23d Infantry) Division. 

To establish ties to the Battalion’s Vietnam veterans, invitations to the reactivation were extended to all past members that could be located.  

Twenty five veterans and their guests to include COL (R) John Shannon, the last Vietnam War battalion commander, assembled at Conmy Ceremonial Hall Ceremonial at Ft. Meyer, VA.  The veterans were welcomed by LTC Jaime Martinez, the Battalion Commander and told the part that they were to play in the ceremony.  He presented them with Certificates of Recognition and his Challenge Coin.  The morning included a visit to The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier to witness the changing of the guard, and a visit the sentinel's quarters below the Amphitheater.  Departing Arlington National Cemetery, all were transported to the Fort Myer Dining Facility for lunch before the ceremony. 
Returning to the Ceremonial Hall, the new soldiers of the battalion put on static displays of the unit equipment and interacted with their Vietnam veteran predecessors.  The afternoon events were introduced by a musical presentation by The Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps.  After the troops marched on to the drill floor, the National and Regimental Colors were introduced and took their position in the formation.  The Commander of Troops, MAJ Daniel Rayca, S-3 of 4th Battalion, then escorted the reviewing officials, LTC Martinez and COL(R) John Shannon as they trooped the line.  Upon returning to the reviewing stand, all of the 4/3 veterans were assembled and then a soldier, uniformed in Vietnam era jungle fatigues and equipment, joined them with the cased Colors of the 4th Battalion.  After the National Anthem was played, COL Shannon, LTC Martinez, Battalion CSM Jackson, Regimental Commander COL Buche and the senior ranking enlisted member of the 4/3 veterans assumed their positions for the uncasing and passing of the Colors.  COL Shannon passed the Colors to LTC Martinez signifying his assumption of command and the reactivation of 4th Battalion.  The ceremony ended with the singing of the Army Song, dismissal of the troops, and a reception for all present.  In all, it was a fine tribute to those who had served with the 4/3 in Vietnam and to those present day men and woman who now are part of the 4th Battalion, 3d United States Infantry (Jungle Warriors).

The primary duties of 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry are ceremonial, however elements of the Battalion are and will be deployed abroad in support of the Global War on Terror.

Establishing Contact with Veterans:
LTC Martinez wants to establish contact with as many veterans as possible.  He wants to start a small battalion museum with artifacts that veterans may have from the past.  If interested in donating your items to the museum, or establishing contact with the Battalion, please contact him at Ft. Meyer. 
The Vietnam Years:
Prior to deploying to Vietnam, the Battalion conducted intensive infantry unit and air mobility training exercises throughout the Hawaiian Island chain, culminating in a combined Army/Navy landing assault on Molokai. The 4th Battalion deployed by sea on 6 December 1967, arriving in Vietnam on 19 December 1967. The Battalion was assigned to the Americal (23rd Infantry) Division in the I Corps Tactical Zone.
Engaged in continuous combat operations for almost four years, the Battalion participated in actions with the 11th, 196th and 198th Light Infantry Brigades, the 5th Infantry Division (Mechanized) and units of the U.S. Marine Corps. At the conclusion of the 4th’s Vietnam campaigns, it was deactivated at Fort Lewis, Washington on 30 November 1971. 

For Vietnam service, the Battalion earned 11 campaign honors and four Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Unit Citations. The Reconnaissance Platoon (E Company) received the U.S. Presidential Unit Citation, the nation’s highest unit award. 1LT Donald B. Montgomery (Reconnaissance Platoon Leader) was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, the U.S. Military’s second highest award for valor. 

The 4th Battalion fought on against a determined and ruthless enemy. In the face of this and a divided country at home, these Old Guard soldiers nevertheless served their nation with individual courage, honor and distinction in the finest traditions of the 3d Infantry Regiment and the U.S. Army. In so doing, 281 4th Battalion soldiers were killed in action while paying the ultimate price.  Many more hundreds were wounded in action.
